January 29, 2008 

Fname Lname

Title

Address

City, State Zip

RE:  Project Miracle on 165th Street – Retain Carson’s at Woodmar in Hammond, Indiana

Dear Title Lname:

As the Hammond Urban Enterprise Association and the Department of Planning and Development continue to negotiate with Praedium Development Corporation and Bon-Ton, we want to take this opportunity to bring you up-to-date on the results of your efforts. 

Because of your help, our public awareness campaign has been very successful. The public meeting held on January 10 at Jefferson School was a full house with 400+ attending on a cold, rainy night. Lakeshore Public TV and The Times covered the meeting. The rally was equally impressive with more than 500 people from all over the region coming out to share their Carson’s stories. WJOB sent “The Preacher” for a live broadcast during the rally while Channels 2 and 7 sent crews to cover the event. The Times and Post Tribune sent reporters. Carson’s store manager Scott Sweet reports “substantial sales” for that day.

The two 4’ x 8’ petitions are covered with an estimated 800 signatures; as of January 25, 180 petition sheets with 2,200 signatures have been returned. People have been visiting the gohammond.com website as well: 253 people have signed the online petition and 129 signed the letter to date.

Others have chosen to communicate directly with Bon-Ton. VP of Public and Investor Relations Mary Kerr has received “well over 200 separate pieces of correspondence.” Approximately 2/3 of these are emails and 1/3 are letters. 

The Times in particular has been very supportive, publishing a number of letters to the editor and guest editorials. The paper went as far as publishing its own editorial supporting Hammond’s efforts on the opinion page on January 21.

Please continue supporting the City’s efforts. If you have outstanding petition sheets, please return them to 649 Conkey by 4:30 p.m. on February 14. Please continue to shop at the Hammond Carson’s and encourage others to do so as well. (is there any other call to action to include here?)
Thank you for assisting this effort on behalf of Hammond – this city is THE RIGHT PLACE for Carson’s!

Very truly yours,

Patrick J. Reardon


Rick Calinski

Executive Director, 


Executive Director, 

HUEA 



Dept. of Planning and Development
